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Hands-on, Minds-on Learning! 

 

 

 

 Is your child ready for the challenge? 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Science Technology Engineering Mathematics (STEM) 
 

“According to the U. S. Department of Commerce, STEM occupations are growing at 17%, while 
other occupations are growing at 9.8%. STEM degree holders have a higher income even in 

non-STEM careers. Science, technology, engineering and mathematics workers play a key role in 
the sustained growth and stability of the U.S. economy, and are a critical component to helping the 

U.S. win the future. STEM education creates critical thinkers, increases science literacy, and 
enables the next generation of innovators. Innovation leads to new products and processes that 

sustain our economy.”  
 

 
The goal of Judson ISD TAG is to ensure children enter the workforce with the skills 

needed to be positive productive citizens. 
 

 
 

https://www.engineeringforkids.com/about/news/2016/february/why-is-stem-education-so-importan
t-/ 

 
 
Why Project Based Learning? 
 
Project-based learning allows teachers to create real-world problem-solving situations 
by designing questions and tasks that correspond to inquiry-based teaching and 
prepare students for future careers. 
 
 
 
Benefits of PBL 

● students solve realistic problems as they would be solved in the real world 
● increased student control over his or her learning 
● teachers in the role of facilitator of inquiry and reflection 
● students often working in pairs or groups 
● students learn to think critically 

 

Students are self-directed to some degree in their pursuit of problem solving, and the 
problems are incomplete. Students are not given all the information they need in order to 
solve the problem and this method allows them to redefine the problem as they research. 
This process takes longer than traditional school problems or units and is an avenue to 
critical thinking. 

https://www.engineeringforkids.com/about/news/2016/february/why-is-stem-education-so-important-/
https://www.engineeringforkids.com/about/news/2016/february/why-is-stem-education-so-important-/


Frequently Asked Questions 

 
Can any child participate in TAG? 

Students must be tested and identified as gifted & talented in order to participate in the TAG 

Program. Testing occurs in the spring depending on the grade level. 

 

What grade levels can participate in elementary TAG? 

Students in grades K-5 who qualify for the program may participate in pull-out services.  

 

Once my child qualifies, will he/she have to be retested? 

After testing has been completed, parents will receive a letter indicating whether further testing 

will need to take place. 

 

Do charter schools and private schools identify and serve G/T students?  
Charter and private schools are not required to serve TAG students.  

Is it possible for my child to be in both TAG and a special program?  
Yes, twice exceptional students may be in TAG and special programs such as special education and 

Dyslexia. 

Are PBL/STEM happening in the regular classroom?  
Some regular classroom teachers may be using these models in various subject areas but not to the 

depth and complexity of the TAG class. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



What Parents are Saying! 
 
“TAG has helped my child maintain interest in learning and constantly 
challenged her beyond the scope of the regular classroom.” 
                                       Stacey Nolan 
 
 “The TAG Program has been phenomenal. I have seen my son grow and succeed in 
many ways. How he applies his thinking skills in the special projects they work on, is just 
incredible. I love to see his eyes beam with excitement when he talks about his day at 
TAG.”                      Crystal Castro 
 
 
 “TAG introduces students to challenges that become an opportunity of endless 
learning which enriches the future of our children.” 
Mrs. Vazquez 
 
 
“In TAG, my son could choose what he wanted to learn about, and he worked with fervor. He took 
risks, he asked questions, and he grew both intellectually and socially.  He is now in TAG classes in 
Middle School and he confidently shares his thoughts and ideas. I know this is because of the 
experience he had in TAG in Elementary.” 

Joanna Campos 
 


